What Is This Module About?

e

What language do you use most often to communicate with people? Do you know
that different Filipinos might give many different answersif asked thisquestion?
Filipinos speak different languages and dialects. In fact, there are hundreds of
languages and thousands of dial ects spoken in the country.

Can you imagine how different Filipinosfrom different parts of the country
communicate with each other even if they speak different languages and dialects? If
you are from Cebu, how can you speak, make friends or transact businesswith
someone from Bulacan? To makeit easier, you would haveto learn to speak a
common language. Thisiswhat iscalled anational language.

A national languageisvery important for acountry such asthe Philippines. But
what about thelocal dialect that you useto communicate with your family, neighbors
and friends? Should you discard it in favor of Filipino, the Philippine national
language? What about English, whichweusein official functionsand in business—
should we learn to do away with it completely?We will discussall theseimportant
concernsin thismodule, along with other important issues regarding the selection and
useof our national language.

The module is composed of four lessons:

Lesson 1 —What Is a National Language For?

Lesson 2 —Why Filipino?

Lesson 3 — Filipinos Speak Filipino

Lesson 4 — Filipinos Also Speak Other Languages and Dialects

4%1 What Will You Learn From This Module?

After studying thismodule, you should be ableto:

¢ explaintheimportance of anational languagefor acountry such asthe
Philippines,

¢ discussthe selection and devel opment of Filipino asour national language;
ad

¢+ explainthesignificance of English and of local dialects.



i

Let’s See What You Already Know

Before you begin with the modul e proper, take thistest to find out how much you
already know about our topic.

A. WriteT intheblank before each sentenceif the statement istrue, and F if it
IS not.

1. Our national languageisbased on English and contains elements

from different foreign and local dialects.

2. At present, both Filipino and English are being used asthe
official mediums of instruction in Philippine schools.

3. FilipinoisthesameasTagal og.

4. Thenational language should replace the many local languages
and dialects spoken in the Philippines.

5. Becausewe haveanational language, Filipinosdo not need to
use English anymore.

B. Encircletheletter that corresponds to the correct answer.

1.

Tagal og was adopted asthe basis of our national language because

a itisthelanguage spokeninManila, the capital city

b. itisbetter than English and Spanish, which areforeignlanguages

c. most of thejudgesinthe assembly that decided on anational
language were Taga ogs

d. itwasthelanguage spoken by President Quezon

It is better to

a useFilipino asthe sole medium of communication in the entire
country

b. useFilipino or English asthe need arises

c. useonly English

d. useneither Filipino nor English

Who isconsidered the Father of our National Language?

a FranciscoBalagtas
b. JoseRiza

c. Manud Quezon

d.  JosePama



4. Havinganationa languageisimportant becauseit

a promoteslearning through teacher-student interaction
b. alowseffective exchange of ideasand information
c. enablespeopleto interact with each other
d. all of theabove
5. Your local dialect English and Filipino.
a islessimportant than
b. ismoreimportant than
C. isjustasimportant as
d. should bereplaced by

Well, how wasit? Do you think you fared well? Compare your answerswith those
in the Answer Key on page 51 to find out.

If all your answersare correct, very good! Thisshowsthat you already know
much about the topicsin thismodule. You may still study the moduleto review what
you already know. Who knows?You might learn afew more new thingsaswell.

If you got alow score, don't feel bad. Thismeansthat thismoduleisfor you. It

will help you understand some important conceptsthat you can apply inyour daily
life. If you study this module carefully, you will learn the answersto al theitemsin

thetest and alot more! Areyou ready?

You may go now to the next pageto begin Lesson 1.



LeEssoN 1

What Is a National Language For?

How important isanational language? For an archipel ago such asthe Philippines,
with 7,107 idlandsin which many different languages and thousands of dialectsare
spoken, itisvery important indeed!

Inthislesson, wewill discussthe different functions of anational language. After
studyingit, you should be ableto easily identify theimportance of anational language
inacountry’ssocial, political, cultural and economic growth. You should thusbe able
to explainwhy every Filipino needsto learn to speak our national language.

Let’'s Sing

Do you know thissong? Thiswas composed by Florante. Let’stry tosingit.

Ako'y | sang Pinoy

Ako'y isang Pinoy, sa puso't diwa,
Pinoy na isinilang sa ating bansa.
Ako'y hindi sanay sa wika ng mga banyaga.
Ako'y Pinoy na mayroong sariling wika.

Wikang pambansa ang tangi kong salita.
Bayan kong sinilangan
Hangad kong lagi ang kalayaan.

S Gat Jose Rizal noo’'y nagwika.
Sya ay nagpangaral sa ating bansa:
Ang hindi marunong magmahal sa sariling wika
Ay higit pa ang amoy sa mabahong isda.

What did you feel after singing the song? Did you understand what it istrying to
say? Write down what you think the song isabout in the spaces provided bel ow.

The songiswrittenin Filipino, our national language. It tellsusthat using and
being proud of our national languageisaway of showing our lovefor our country.

Almost all countries have anational language. Do you want to know why? Read
thismodule carefully to learn about the importance of anational language to acountry
anditspeople.
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Didyou enjoy reading about Nenaand her friends? Answer the questions below
to see how much you understood.

1. Thegirlsintheboarding house comefrom different placesinthe
Philippines. Can you namethe province each girl comesfrom and the
language that she and her peopl e speak?

NAME OF GIRL PROVINCE LANGUAGE

N gl M WD

2. Trytoanswer Nenasfinal question: how indeed do thegirlsinthe boarding
house communicate with each other and understand each other so well if
they speak different languages?Write your ideas bel ow.




3. Imaginethat the boarding houseisthe Philippinesand thegirlswholive
there are groups of people from different regions of the country. What can a
national language do for the Filipinos?

Now it’stimeto look in the Answer Key on page 52 and compare your answers
with the onesgiventhere.

g‘;
ﬂl{“{i Let’'s Learn

Didyou know that hundreds of different |languages are spoken all over the
Philippines? Of these, eight are considered “mother tongues’ or major languages.
Ilocano, Pangasinan, Pampango, Tagalog, Bicol, Cebuano, Hiligaynon and Waray-
Samarnon. For each of these languages, there are hundreds of dialects spokenin
different places all over the country.

Do you know how alanguageisdifferent from adialect? A languageisasystem
of communication used by avery large number of people. For example, many people
from the Visayas speak Cebuano. But because they belong to different groupswho live
in different regionsthere, some of them devel oped different ways of speaking
Cebuano. Somewords may have been changed alittle, or theway it is spoken may be
different. Thisdifferenceintheway alanguageisspokeniscalled adialect. A dialect
Isspoken by asmaller number of people. M ost people who speak different dial ects of
the same language understand each other, but some do not.

Canyouimagine how difficult it would befor Filipinos speaking different
languages and dialectsto understand each other if there were no common language?
And what would happen if we could not communicate with each other? Would there be
lots of fighting asaresult of misunderstanding? What aspects of our daily liveswould
be affected if we were not able to communicate well with each other?

Thefollowing are aspects of our livesthat are affected by communication:

1. Personal communication —What isthe language that you use when you
communicate with members of your family, your friendsor relatives? Are
you using alanguagethat can be understood by al? Do you have arelative
who livesin another province and speaks another language? How will you
expressyour feelingsand ideasto him/her if you don’t speak the same
language?



2. Education —How can ateacher or instructor successfully impart knowledge
tothelearnersif they speak different |languages? Can you imagine an
Ilonggo-speaking teacher discussing lessonswith an llocano-speaking
learner? A national language effectively promotes|earning. Student-teacher
interaction and exchange of information is successfully performed through a
national language.

3. Exchange of infor mation —We communicate with other peopleto
exchangeinformation. What would happen if theinformation givento uswas
spoken or written in alanguage that we do not understand? Then, the
exchange of information would not be done effectively.

4. Planning and decision-making —Whether you are in afamily, group or
community, planning and decision-making will be best achieved if thereis
understanding among the members. Understanding can be achievedif the
people express themsel vesin alanguage common to them.

5. Teamwork —In building something, let’s say ahouse, all the buildersor
carpenters must work together as ateam to produce the best quality house.
What will happen if one of them decidesto place the kitchen where the other
intendsto place the bathroom? Thiswill create aproblem. Again, building a
house, or anything for that matter, can be doneif thereisunderstanding
among the members of agroup or team. Thiscan bedoneif they
communicate well with each other.

6. Community participation — Each member in the community can share his/
her opinion through the use of anational language. Becausethey areableto
expresstheir ideas and opinions, therewill be understanding among the
membersand they will be united.

7. Legal system —Itisimportant that rules, laws and guidelinesbewrittenina
singlelanguage that can be understood by all. In thismanner, confusion will

be avoided. How would you be ableto follow alaw if you do not understand
it?

Thefunction of languageisto communicateideas and emotionsand give
information. Without anational language, different ethnic groups (Cebuano, Ilocano,
Kapampangan, etc.) in the Philippineswould not understand each other and the
exchange of ideas and feelingswould not be possible. Without anational language,
there would be an absence of communication and instruction, thus an absence of unity
among the people.



" Let’'s Try This

| dentify the aspect of people’sdaily lives affected by language asdescribed in
each of the statements below.

1. Linatriedtotalk to her Ilocano grandfather, but she
couldn’t understand what hewas saying.

2. Perlahasjust transferred to her new school in Cebu.
Sheisconfused asto what her teacher issaying
because her teacher isusing Cebuanoin her
instructions.

3. Mang Ramon, abusinessman in Pangasinan, isin
Bacolod to attend a seminar on new breeds of mangoes.
Much to hissurprise and confusion, the main speaker
spokein llonggo, alanguagethat he does not
understand.

4. Inaseminar that Fe attended, the participantswere
grouped and given atask to perform. When shefound
the group to which she belonged, she found out that she
and her groupmates were from different regionsin the
Philippinesand they al spoke different languages.
Their problem was how they would work together.

Compare your answerswith thosein the Answer Key on page 52.

For abetter illustration on how miscommunication dueto differencesin
language spoken can affect one'sdaily life, read the comic strip in the next activity.

Let's Read

Oneday, Mariereceived aphone call from her unclewho livesin Pampanga. He
has been there since hewasfiveyearsold. He now speaks Pampango. From hisfrantic
voiceover the phone, Marie sensed that there was something wrong. But she cannot
understand Pampango because shegrew upin Manila. Let’'s seewhat happened.

10



| Mrieine?Yha, ausan
nei Tatang mi! M at ake
yai apuna! Ekam
nanaqui t saken!

Ail'l goum, neataki ya
Kai | angan ni ya i ng saken
ba' yang nadal a quing ospital !

"B Let’s Think About This

What would you doif you were Marie? What would you say next?

Let’'ssee how Marieresolved the problem.

11



What did Marie say to her unclewho wasclearly in distress?

Naku, oo nga nanan pal a! Tavagi n no
Titg 'd kokayo ang Tatay no! | natake angl ol ano't
nai nti ndf hen! kel angang ddl hinsaospi ta dyan Vel a
Mgsg/:takayosa kanmi ng nahanap na sasakyan! [al i an
Fligrd noihal!

Marie' sgrandmother was brought safely to the hospital. Can you imagine what
would have happened if there were no common language Marie and her uncle could
use to communicate?

The story shows how important anational languageis, not only for our country,
butinour daily livesaswell.

12



€75 Let's Think About This

1. Canyoutell how having anational language can benefit our country interms
of how our government runsit and how the people participateinits
development?

2. How can having anational language benefit our economy?

3. How can having anational language affect the social and cultural
development of our country?

Now compare your answerswith the ones bel ow:
1. A nationa language can help usachieve political unity and strength.

If Filipinosdon’'t understand each other, how can they expresstheir
ideas and opinions? But if we adopt anational language that everyone can
understand, everyone can express his’her ideas and opinions and participate
inthe decision and policy-making processes of the government. Thiscan be
donethrough debates, surveys and discussions. Peoplewill also beableto
follow laws and ordinances because these are written in alanguage that can
be understood by all.

Furthermore, the essence of democracy liesin “freedom of speech”
that the constitution grantsto its citizens/people. The people can best enjoy
thisif they can expresstheir ideas and concernsto the different government
officials. And having one common language will guaranteethat they will be
understood by the officials.

13



A national language can help alot in our country’s economic devel opment.

Imaginewhat would happen if Filipino tradersand businessmen couldn’t
understand each other. How would they transact business? By thisis meant
transactions between Filipino entepreneurswith smaller businessfrom
different parts of the Philippineswho speak different languages. Big
businesstransactions, especially involving foreign companies, arestill
conducted in English. What would happen to the country’seconomy if
businessmen weren'’t able to transact business?

A national language can promote social and cultural devel opment.

Thisisanother significance of anational language. It promotes social
and cultural development. When we say “social,” werefer to our daily
interactionswith other people, whether individually orinagroup. Through a
language that will be understood by all, anindividual will beableto
successfully interact with his countrymen. On the other hand, when we say
“cultural,” thisrefersto practices, beliefsand traditionsthat are handed
down to us by our ancestors and are passed on to the next generation. Native
folklore, riddles, proverbs, dances, music, gamesand sportsand even values
from all the ethnic groupsin our country can be preserved and passed on to
many generationsif trans ated in acommon language. For example, the
native llocano folktale, Biag Ni Lam-ang, can be read by the different ethnic
groups—even thosefrom Mindanao or Visayas. Thiscan bedoneif itis
trandated into acommon language. Thevariousfolklore, riddles, proverbs,
dances, etc. of the different ethnic groups are enriched asthey are
propagated by the national language.

The most important purpose of anational languageisto promote
understanding and mutual appreciation among the people of acountry. With a
national language, people can livein harmony with each other inapolitically
and economically stable nation.

If al Filipinos speak anational language, everyonewould be ableto
participate in the economic and political systems of the country. Thisway,
wewill not only help to improve our country, but our livesaswell.

How can anational language promote acultural identity? To find out,
read on.

14



Let's Read

Inan apartment in San Diego, California, USA...

Sge Knarel Sge Mre sdamwt.
A ka E Tat avagan na | ang
| kunust a no na ki t a nanaya.

| ang ako kay

Kunpare, ha?

et

AR

Mormy, why do you
and your friends al vays
speakinthat veird
| anguage? Wiy can’ t
you speak Engl i sh

i nst ead?

national | anguage. You
shoul d be proud of it.

Gy, traisnlipim,wb

Wiat ' s anational
| anguage for, Non?

It isusedsothat
peopl e froma
certancoutry,
likeusHIipnos,
can under st and
eachather.

But nost F lipinos | knowcan

speak Bnglish. Wiy nat just use
BEngli shas our national | anguage
i nst ead?
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oA Let's Think About This

Before you continue reading, try and answer Candy’squestionfirst. Why not just
use English asour national language?

Now compareyour ideaswith the answer of Candy’s mother. Continuereading
the story.

Let's Read

Gindy, i ha, anationa | anguage
has another function. It isnot only
for conmuni cati on betweent he
peod eof acertancoutry. Itis
asoanark of apeopl € s nati ond
identity. Vilenweuse R lipinohere
andinother pl aces abroad, we
showt he worl d that we are proud
o bengFlipno

What doesthe story teach you? It showsyou how our national language can bea
great bond that links Filipinosall over the country and theworld. Itisalsoaproud
badge of identity for millionsof Filipinosworking and living abroad.

Every free country hasitsown national language. Why do you think thisisso? A
national languageisasymbol of apeople’sfreedom, independence and unity. It
represents what we have gone through as a people (our history) and who we are at
present.

Thisiswhy itisimportant that every Filipino learn to speak our national
language.

16




2
Q@R Let's See What You Have Learned

Fill inthe blankswith the necessary word that will best compl ete the statements.
Choose your answer from thelist of wordsin the box below.

diaect social eight
identity political Speak
1. A isaregiona variation of alanguage.
2. Therearenow major languages being used in the Philippines.
3. Filipinosall over theworld usethe national language as abadge of
4. Anational language can helpin our country’s , Cultural
economic and development.
5. Every Filipinoshouldlearnto the national language.

Compare your answerswith those in the Answer Key on page 52. Are most of
your answers correct? Great! You may proceed to the next lesson.

If you got only 3 (or lessthan 3) of the 5 itemsright, that’s okay. Just review the
lesson, especialy the partsyou did not understand or remember.

%% Let's Remember

A languageisasystem of communication used by agreat number of people.
A dialect isadifferent version of acertain language spoken by asmaller
group of people.

Thereare eight major languages spoken in the Philippines:. Ilocano,
Pangasinan, Pampango, Tagal og, Bicol, Cebuano, Hiligaynon and Waray-
Samarnon. Thereare hundreds of dialectsfor each of these languages.

A national language can help usin thefollowing ways:
— It helpsus communicate with each other more easily.
— |ltgivesusget asense of our national identity.

A national language can help in the social, economic and political
growth of our country.

It isimportant that every Filipino be ableto learn and use the national
language. Literacy inanational languageisan important key to development.

17



LESSON 2

Why Filipino?

Of all the many languages spoken in our country, which oneisour national
language? Do you know how we cameto have one? Areyou familiar with how it was
devel oped? Areyou aware of the many issues surrounding its development and use?

Now that you know how important anational languageisfor acountry and its
people, itistimeto discussour very own national language. After studying this
lesson, you should be ableto confidently answer “yes’ to the questions above. Ready?
Okay, let’sbegin.

$ Let's Read

Oneday, | overheard three kidsfrom my neighborhood—~Paulo, Sheilaand
Dennis—arguing about the Philippine national language. Thisishow their discussion

went:
It'sRIifnd | ‘

You' re both

wayg It’s
Rligm

_i Qr rationa |anguageis R Iip no.

| 1t’sinthe o dtextbook ny not her
gave ne. | canshowit toyouif you
var .
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Hreis Sheilad s argunent:
I’ msure our national |anguageis

Tagal og. M brot her read froma
book vhichhesaidiswitteninthe
nationa |anguage. It sounds j ust

like Tagd og

But Benis sal d:

Hay, naku, wat fod s! The nati onal
language of the Fhilippinesis
Flipno Breryoreknonsthet. It is
tadlydfferent fromeither Rlipino

o Taga og.

K ds, kids, stopfigting You
aedl rigtinavay, bu ina
vay you' rea | wong!

What do you
nean, NMss?
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1 Let’s Try This

What about you? Do you know what our national languageis? Check your answer
below.

[ Tegalog
[ Pilipino
[ Filipino
If you answered Filipino, you are correct!

But why did [ tell the children that they areall correct but al wrong? Canyou
figure out the answer? Think carefully about what the children said, then write your
Ideas below.

Now compare your answer with the one bel ow:

All of thechildren areright in away, but they arealso all wronginaway.
Why?Well, let’ sreview the statements made by each child.

Paulo said that the national language of the Philippinesis Pilipino. Heisright
inaway—our national language wasindeed originally called Pilipino. Thiswas
decades ago, however. Pilipino used to be the name of our national language. Itis
no longer truetoday. So heisalso wrong.

Sheilasaid that the national languageis Tagalog. Well, inaway sheisright
because our national languagewas originally derived from the Tagal og language.
But itisdifferent from Tagalog. So sheisnot entirely right.

Of dl three children, Dennis gave the most accurate answer. The official name
of the national language of the Philippinestoday isindeed Filipino. Thisisthe
term used in both the 1973 and 1987 Philippine Constitution to refer to the
“national language” of the Philippines. However, Denniswaswrong when hesaid
that Filipinoistotally different from Pilipino and Tagal og. Aswe have discussed,
our national language used to be called Pilipino, and it was derived from Tagal og.

20



b Let’s Learn

Even before the Spaniards cameto our country, our ancestorswere already using
different languages. They weredivided into different groupswho livedin different
parts of theislands. Therewere dark and curly-haired peopleliving inthe mountains.
They spoke adifferent language from the fishermen living by the sea. Therewerealso
farmersinthedifferent islands who spoke different languages.

When the Spaniards came, instead of establishing anational language, they even
encouraged language differences among Filipinos so that they could have better
control over them. However, they established one language—Spani sh—asthe official
medium of communication to be used in formal schools, religious ceremonies and
government transactions. Thus, Spanish wordsbecame part of many local languages
and dialects.

When the Americanstook over, they made surethat Filipinoslearned how to
speak English. They considered education in English auseful way to unify apeople
that spoke many different |languages and dialects. So teacherstaught English all over
the country. Thiswasthe only language used for instruction. English becamethefirst
national language of the Philippines.

After sometime, peoplein the government began seriously discussing the need
for anational language. They argued that it was necessary for national solidarity and
independence.

Manuel L. Quezon

President Manuel L. Quezon recognized the country’s need for anational
language. He said that it “ constitutes one of the strongest tiesthat bind the people and
foster the unity of national ideals, aspirations and sentiments.”
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Thisissuewas brought up inthe Constitutional Convention held at thetime. Asa
result, the 1935 Constitution provided at last for the “ devel opment and adoption of a
common national language based on one of the existing native dialects.” Accordingly,
the National Language I nstitute was created to undertake the sel ection of thesaid
native dialect. Thiswas composed of eleven representativesfrom different
communitiesaround the country. After asurvey and study of existing local languages,
the I nstitute recommended Tagal og asthe core or basis of the national language.

In 1937, President Quezon proclaimed Tagal og asthe basis of the national
language. He believed that having our own national language would help resolve
differencesamong Filipinoswho spoke different languages and dialects. Healso
wanted the Filipinosto speak alanguage not borrowed from the Spaniardsor the
Americans. Heeven declared August 13to 19 of every year as the National Language
Week or Linggo ng Wika in honor of the Philippine national language. For these
reasons, Manuel L. Quezonisknown tothisday asthe Father of the Filipino Language.

- A Let’s Think About This

The selection of Tagalog by the National Language | nstitute sparked alot of
controversy. “Why Tagalog?’ many non-Tagal og speakerswanted to know. Why;,
indeed, did the Institute not choose Cebuano, I1ocano or Hiligaynoninstead? Thereare
many other dialects spoken in the country aside from Tagal og.

Do you agreewith the National Language I nstitute’s conclusion that Tagal og
should be used asthe basisfor the national language of the Philippines? Why or why
not?

Compareyour answer with the one on the next page.
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After serious deliberations on the studies that they conducted, the National
Language I nstitute sel ected Tagal og asthe basis of the national language. The
reasonswhy Tagal og was chosen were thefollowing:

1. Tagalogiswidely spoken and isthe most understood languageinall the
regions of the Philippines. It isspokenin Manila, central and
south-central Luzon, theislandsof Marinduque and Mindoro, and some
parts of Mindanao.

2. Itisnotdividedinto diaects, likeVisayan for example.

3. Tagalog literatureistherichest. More books arewritten in Tagal og than
inany other nativelanguage.

4. Tagalog hasawaysbeen thelanguage of Manila, the capital city, even
before the Spaniards came.

5. Tagaogwasthelanguage of the Revolution and the K ati punan—two
eventsin our history that we can truly be proud of .

The poet Francisco Baltazar Balagtas wrote the epic poem Florante at Laura,
one of the greatest literary treasures of the Philippines, in Tagalog.

Soyes, | would haveto agree with the Institute’ sfindings.

Nevertheless, | believethe national |anguage should only belightly based on
Tagal og, and should contain many elementsfrom the other languages spoken
around the country.

., Let’s Learn

The controversy about the Philippine national language continued. The use of
Tagal og asthe basisfor the national language offended many Filipinos. They believed
that their languages were not represented in the national language. They refused to
accept the Tagal og-based national language.

To show that the national language was not really Tagal og, but just based onit, it
was named Pilipinoin 1959. Pilipino was gradually introduced as the medium of
instruction all over the country. Filipino children were made to study both Pilipino
and English and weretaught all their lessonsin these two languages. Thiswascalled
thebilingual education policy. Bilingual means*two languages.”

But many Filipinosstill would not accept Pilipino. Do you know why? L ook at
thefollowing words:

salumpuwit
salimpapaw
sipnayan
salongsuso
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Do you know what these words mean?Write your answersin the blanks.

Here aretheir meanings:

Salumpuwit means*“chair.”
Salimpapaw means“airplane.”
Spnayan means“mathematics.”
Salongsuso means “ brassiere.”

Canyouimagine using thesewordsin your daily conversations? Have you ever
heard somebody say in ordinary speech: * Binigyan ako ng salumpuwit sa
salimpapaw upang mag-aral ng sipnayan” ? Can you imagine amother saying to her
young daughter: “ I'ha, kailangan mo nang magsuot ng salongsuso.” Many people
found these words funny and ridiculous.

Pilipino becamevery artificial because many new wordswere created to be
included init that nobody really wanted to use. Furthermore, many people protested
that it wasstill very similar to Tagal og.

To solvethe problem, anew language was proposed. Thistimeit would still be
based mainly on Tagalog, but it would include many elementsfrom the different local
and foreign languages spoken in the Philippines. The 1973 Constitution stated that the
new language, to be called Filipino, should be devel oped and eventually adopted asthe
common national language of the Philippines. Meanwhile, Pilipino and English would
remain the official |languages of the country.

Finally, in 1987, it was declared in the Constitution that, “ the national language
of the Philippinesis Filipino. As it evolves, it shall be further developed and
enriched on the basis of existing Philippine and other languages.” Filipino was to
beused in al official communications. It would a so be the medium of instructionin
schools. 1t would serve as an instrument of unity and peace for national progress.

Assigned to look after the development of Filipino isthe Commission on the
Filipino Language (Komisyon sa Wikang Filipino). The commission is mandated to
undertake, coordinate and promote research for the devel opment, propagation and
preservation of Filipino and other Philippinelanguages.

On Jduly 15, 1997, President Fidel V. Ramos declared August of every year as
“National Language Month,” He chose August because President Manuel L. Quezon,
considered the Father of the National Language, was born on August 19.
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C“A Let's Think About This

Do you think that more Filipinos are using or are able to speak our wikang
pambansa today?What isyour basisfor your answer?Write your answers below.

Read the answer below. Compareit with yours.

A study wasundertaken by Xavier University on which Philippinelanguage
was most widely used by Filipinosthroughout theyears. It clearly indicatesthat
from 1960 to 1990, the number of those who were using Filipino asalanguage
Increased morethan that of those using other Philippinelanguages. The study
showsthat Filipino isbecoming effective asanational language; itisbeing
patronized by the people.

Infact, 21989 NSO survey revealed that 92 percent of Filipinoswere at |east
ableto speak the wikang pambansa, thus effectively establishing Filipino asthe
national language of the Philippines.

* Let's Try This

Do you think Filipino hasreally been accepted by the Filipino people astheir
national language? Find out for yourself. Conduct asurvey inyour community. Here
arethe questionsyou should ask your friendsand neighbors:

1. Doyou speak Filipino?
2. Doyou accept Filipino asour national language?

Afterward, review theinformation you have gathered and write your conclusions

on apieceof paper. Discussyour findingswith your Instructional Manager or
co-learners, friends and family members.

What do they think about your findings?
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?’) Let's See What You Have Learned

Put a check mark (4) in the box before the correct answer.

1.

Even before the Spaniards came, our ancestorswere aready speaking a
common language.

[ Correct

[ Incorrect

Thefirst national language of the Philippineswas

] Tagadog

[_1 Pilipino

[ Filipino

[1 noneof theabove

Pilipino was not accepted by many Filipinos because
[ it wasstill mostly Tagal og-based

[ it contained many artificial wordsthat nobody wanted to use
[_] both of the above (thefirst and second statements)
[ itwasbased on aforei gnlanguage

The Constitution proclaimed Filipino the official national language
of the Philippines.

[]1935
[]1973

[] 1987

[11945

Filipinowascreated in 1987 and isnow afully-devel oped language.
[ Correct

[ Incorrect

Finished? Look inthe Answer Key on page 53 to check your answers. If you got
at least 3 points, congratul ations! You may now move on to the next lesson.

If you got 1 or 2 points, or noneat all, don’t be discouraged. Thislesson
contained many dates and factsthat may be confusing. All you need to doisgo back
and study these again. It would be better if you take the abovetest againto seeif
you' ve understood thislesson well before proceeding to the next one. Good luck!
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% Let’s Remember

¢ Thefirst national language of the Philippineswas English.

¢ A new national language was developed in the 1930s. But becauseit was
based on Tagal og, many non-Tagal og speakersdid not accept it.

¢ President Manuel L. Quezon helped bring about the devel opment of anew
language that would bethe official Philippine national language. For this
reason, heisknown to thisday asthe Father of the National Language.

¢ Thenational language was named Pilipinoin 1959 in order to correct the
misconception that it wasreally plain Tagalog. Many new wordswere coined
for Pilipino, but these weretoo difficult and artificial, and many peopledid
not accept them.

¢ A new nationa language was conceived, to be named Filipino. Thiswas
provided for inthe 1973 Constitution. Meanwhile, English and Pilipino
remained the official languages of the country.

¢ Thenew language, Filipino, wasfinally proclaimed asthe official national
language of the Philippinesin the 1987 Constitution. According to the
constitution, Filipino isto contain borrowings from the different local and
foreign languages spoken in the country.

¢  Studiesshow that, sofar, Filipino has been accepted, |earned and spoken by
more and more Filipinosevery year.
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LESSON 3

Filipinos Speak Filipino

We havetaked alot about how our present official national language devel oped.
We have al so learned about studiesthat show how Filipinoisincreasingly becoming
accepted and spoken by more and more Filipinosevery year. We have said that every
Filipino must learn to speak Filipinoin order for usto grow in strength and unity asa
nation. But what exactly isFilipino? Thisisavery important question, and onethat we
will try to answer here.

After studying thislesson, you should know our national languagefairly well.
You should be ableto tell the difference between it and other Philippine languages,
particularly Tagalog. You should also be ableto tell when and how it should be used.

1 Let’s Try This

Belowisaparagraphin Tagalog. Read it carefully.

Pumasok ang guro sa silid-aralan dala ang kanyang mga aklat. Sumulat siya
sa pisara sa pamamagitan ng tisa, at inutusan niya ang mga mag-aaral na kunin
ang kanilang mga takdang-aralin.

Now try writing that again, thistimein Filipino.

Compareyour trand ation with the one bel ow.

Pumasok ang titser sa klasrum dala ang kanyang mga libro. Sumulat siya sa
blakbord sa pamamagitan ng tsok, at inutusan niya ang mga estudyante na kunin
ang kanilang mga asayment.

How did you find the activity? Did you have any difficulty trandating the
paragraphinto Filipino?

28



C“A Let's Think About This

1. Doyouthink Filipinoisjust Tagalog with anew name?

2. If youanswered no to thefirst question, how do you think Filipinois
different from Tagalog? Usethetranslation in the previous activity to guide
you.

You will find out more about thisissuein the discussion that follows.

P

5
¢ <& Let's Learn

If you will observethetranslation on page 28, you will notice that Filipino is il
very similar to Tagal og, but many words have been changed. L et uslook at some of

these:

TAGALOG FILIPINO
guro titser
slid-aralan klasrum
aklat libro
pisara blakbord
tisa tsok
mag-aard estudyante
takdang-aralin asayment

Can you see how the words have been changed? Moreimportantly, can you tell
why they have been changed?
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L ook at the new Filipino wordsagain. Do they sound familiar? They probably do.
They are borrowingsfrom other |anguages spoken in the Philippines, particularly
English and Spanish. If you look at them closely, you will noticethat:

titser isderived from the English word teacher;
klasrumis derived from the English word classroom;
libro isthe exact same Spanish word for “ book” ;
blakbord is derived from the English word blackboard;
tsok is derived from the English word chalk;
estudyante is derived from the Spanish word estudiante; and
asayment is derived from the English word assignment.

So you can seethat Filipino isdifferent from Tagal og because it borrows more
heavily from other languages. Words from other languages are respelled, adopted,
affixed and borrowed. They are often written the way they are pronounced by
Filipinos. Thisisdonein order to acknowledge the fact that these languagesareabig
part of our culture. Most Filipinos often use these English and Spanish wordsinstead
of their Tagal og equivalents. They are commonly used in everyday conversationsand
evenintelevision and radio programs and newspapers. At present, Filipino borrows
most heavily from the English language. Here are some more Filipino terms borrowed

or adapted from English:

ENGLISH FILIPINO ENGLISH FILIPINO
accusation akusasyon faculty fakulti
action aksyon graduate gradweyt
appointed apoynted identity aydentiti
artificial artipisyal individua indibidwal
broadcast brodkast mass media mas midya
business bisnis nationa nasyonal
category kategori official opisyal
chairman tserman physical pisikal
commercial komer syal property properti
committee komite qualification kwalipikasyon
context konteksto sector sektor
control kontrol sentence sentens
conversation kumber sasyon situation sitwasyon
crisis krisis spiritual ispiritwal
declared idineklara stress istres
deliberate delibereyt textbook teksbuk
discussion diskasyon tricycle traysikol
election eleksyon variety barayti
elementary elementari verson bersyon

30




We havelooked at theforeign borrowingsin the Filipino language, but what about
the borrowingsfrom thelocal languages? Remember that in the 1987 Constitution,
Filipino is supposed to be “further devel oped and enriched on the basis of existing
Philippine and other languages.”

At present there are very few borrowingsin the Filipino language from other
local languages. Thisisunderstandable because Filipinoisstill in the process of
development. Let usjust hopethat, inthe future, the definition of Filipino asstated in
our Constitution will befulfilled. That is, Filipino will hopefully contain more
borrowingsfrom other Philippinelanguages.

by -

{5 Let's Think About This

Based on what we have discussed so far, how would you describe the Filipino
language?

Compareyour answer with the one below:

TheFilipino language is meant to be abeautiful mixture of different words,
concepts and tones from many languages used in the Philippines. Today, however, it
isstill inthe process of development and contains very few borrowingsfrom local
languages. Itisstill based on Tagalog but it borrows heavily from many foreign
languages, most especialy English.

2 Let’s Try This

Read the situations bel ow and answer the questions asked.

Redrois afarner fromQuezon. He speaks Tagal og. Hevantstosell therice and cornthat
he harvest s to buyers i n Sanar. Sanar efios speak Véray. Howcan Pedr o communi cate wth
t hen? -




JuliaisfromBoho. Sherecently novedto Minilatoworkinafactory. Howecan she nake
friends andwork effectivel y wth her co-vorkers?
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DrekPdoisanaviedrector. Hehasjust finishedanavieabout Or. Jose Rza, our
national hero. Hevants every Hlipinotoen oy andlearnfromthi s novie. Vidat shoul d he
dosothat al Flipinos canunderstandthe novi €?
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Mnaisasinger. Seiscurrentlyrecordi ngher next a bum Shevants agreat er nunier of
H |ipinos to understand and appreci at e her songs. As asinger, wiat shoul d she do?

&

In the spaces bel ow, write what you think each of the Filipinos above must do:

Pedro:
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Julia:

Polo:

Vina

Do all your answersinvolvethe use of Filipino, our national language? If so, then
you areright! Pedro must use Filipino in order to do business with the Samarefios.
Juliashould speak in Filipino in order to make friends and to work well with her
Manilefio co-workers. Polo should make sure hisfilmisin Filipino in order for all
Filipinosto understand it. Finally, Vinashould sing her songsin Filipino so that the

entire country can understand and appreciate them. What doesthistell you about the
use of Filipino?

Beforewe answer that question, let’slook at another situation.

Let’'s Read

——
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Loidaisfrom Davao. She speaks Cebuano. She and her husband Dodong plant
orchids. They livein asmall house beside theroad. People passing by can seethe

beautiful flowersthat they grow. One day, Carmina, aflower shop owner from Manila,
noticed the flowers.
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Carminawanted to buy orchidsfor her shop. But since shewasfrom Manilashe
didn’t know how to speak Cebuano. It wasagood thing L oidaand Carminaboth knew
how to speak Filipino. They were ableto do bus ness successfully. Thetwo decided that
Loidaand her husband would provideflowersfor Carmina sshop at apricethat they
would set monthly.

To celebrate their sale and good fortune, L oidadecided to take her children out for
atreat. They wanted to watch the new movie showingin town, starring alocal action
hero. They invited Carminato watch with them. Everyone enjoyed the movie becauseit
waswritten and performedin Filipino and they could all understand it very well.

After the nicemovie, Carminagave Loidaand Dodong abook by F. Sionil Jose,
written in Filipino, asaparting gift. She aso gave their children acasette tape of their
favorite song—" SanaMaulit Muli,” sung by Gary Valenciano. Eventually, Loidaand
Carminadevel oped agood businessrelationship aswell asalasting friendship. To this
day, they often write each other letters, in Filipino of course!

~ Iy Let's Think About This

- “ <

Based on the story, in what instancesis Filipino useful asamedium of
communication?

Compareyour answer with the one below:

Inthestory, the characters knowledge of Filipino became useful when:

1. Carminaarranged for Loidato supply flowersto her flower shopin Manilg;
2. Carmina, Loidaand her children watched amovie;

3. CarminagaveLoidaand Dodongabook;

4. Carminagavethe children acasettetape of aFilipino song; and

5

Carminaand L oidadevel oped agood friendship and frequently wrotel etters
to each other.

Thistellsusthat Filipino isuseful in businesstransactions, in film, inliterature,
inmusic and in personal communications between Filipinosfrom different provinces
or areas. Inall of these casesit helps our people understand each other better and live
in harmony and peace.
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y Let’s Learn

Thereareno clear rules about the proper situationsin which Filipino should be
spoken. You should use your common sense regarding this matter. But theinstancesin
which Filipino may be spoken andinwhichit can, infact, bevery useful include:

1. Business transactions

If everyone speaksanational language, busi nesstransactions between
Filipino entrepreneurs and small businessmen from different parts of the
Philippineswould be possible.

2. Education

It isimportant that Filipino betaught in schools, so that children will be
ableto learn the national language. Asidefrom this, other subjects may also
betaughtin Filipino. The DECS Bilingual Education Policy providesfor the
use of Filipino and English in schools. Thiswill be discussed morein the
next lesson.

3. Services

Filipinowill bevery useful in many important servicesinvolving health,
transportation, calamity relief and others. A Cebuano doctor needsto
understand what isailing his Pampango patient, for example. Without the use
of acommon language like Filipino, how can they understand each other?

4. Literatureand entertainment

Movies, television shows, books and other forms of entertainment
would be better understood by all Filipinosif they aredelivered or writtenin
alanguage commonto al. Infact, theuse of Filipinoin literatureand
entertainment is one of the best waysto teach the people how to speak
Filipino. Itisalso agood way to show the beauty of the language.

5. Information

Important news events and other significant pieces of information, if
broadcast or delivered in Filipino, may be easily understood by peoplefrom
all over the country.

6. Personal communication

Perhaps the most important function of our national languageisto bring
us Filipinoscloser together. If you use Filipino when conversing, writing
letters or emailsor in any other form of personal communication, you can
gain many more new friendsfrom all over the country.
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2
@) Let's See What You Have Learned

A. Answer thefollowing questions.

1. Whatisthemain difference between Tagalog and Filipino? (4 points)

2. How wouldyou describethe Filipino language? (4 points)

B. Enumeratetheinstancesthat we have discussed in whichthe Filipino
language may be spoken and may infact bevery useful. Citeanexamplefor
each. (2 points each)

1.
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Compare your answerswith thosein the Answer Key on pages 53-54. Areall or
most of your answers correct? The perfect score for thistest is 20. If you got 11 and
above, very good! You have passed the test and may go to thelast |esson.

If you got 10 points and below, that’s okay. Review thislesson first before
proceeding to the next one.

% Let’'s Remember

¢ Flipinoisdifferent from Tagal og becauseit contains heavy borrowings
from English and other languages. It is meant to be amixture of different
languages used in the Philippines. Today, however, itisstill in the process of
development and containsvery few borrowingsfromlocal languages. Itis
still based on Tagal og but it borrows heavily from many foreign languages,
most especially English and Spanish.

¢ Filipinoisvery useful in many aspectsof life, including business, education,
services, literature, entertainment, information and personal
communications.
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LESSON 4

Filipinos Also Speak Other Languages
and Dialects

Before you end this module, thereis onefinal lesson you need to study. It istrue
that the Philippines must have anational language. We must al work together to
achievethisgoal. But we must not do so at the expense of forgetting or taking for
granted other languages or dial ects spoken in the country. The national |anguage must
not be used as an instrument with which to shut off other cultures or other people.

Itisimportant for you to understand that although it isvery important that you
learn to speak our national language, this does not mean it isthe only language you
should speak. Speaking in English or in your own dialect does not mean you are not
nationalistic or that you honor our national languageless. You can learn to speak the
national language, value your local dialect and befluent in English at the sametime!

In thislesson we will discusstheimportance and the functions of the different
Filipino dialects and languages aswell as our secondary language, English, inour lives
asFilipinos.
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Doesthisstreet look familiar? It isjust like any street you would see anywherein
the Philippines. How many signswere you ableto spot? Write them down below.

What do these signshavein common? They areall writtenin English! Theseare
familiar signsyou seeall over the country.

Try tolook around your neighborhood. Count how many signs, postersand
advertisementsarewrittenin English.

How many were you ableto count?
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A | et’s Think About This

What isthe picturetrying to show?

Doyou believethat what is portrayed in the pictureisreally happening in our
country today?How?

Isthe situation being portrayed in the picture good or bad for usand for our
country? Why?

Now compare your answerswith the ones below:

1.

TheFilipino superhero representsthe Filipino language. The superhero with
theword English on its chest represents the English language.

The picture shows how Filipinoistaking the center stage. It ispushing
the English language out of the scene. Thisillustrates how the Filipino
language is becoming the sole medium of communication in the Philippines.

Although Englishisstill widely usedin the country today, Filipinois
becoming the most favored medium of communication. Although Filipino
remainsthe language of the masses, even thosein the middle class are now
using Filipino to communicate with each other. Filipinoisnow thelanguage
in school corridorsand canteens, in homes and neighborhoods, restaurants,
supermarkets, newspaper, news broadcasts, TV programs, etc. Onthe other
hand, Filipino has not replaced English asthe written and read |anguage of
higher education, in government correspondences and communication, and
in professional licensure exams.

Theissue on the use of Filipino asthe sole medium of instruction over
English seemsto be anever-ending debate. So-called patriotic citizensand
nationalistscall for unity and national pridethrough the use of Filipino as
the sole medium of communication in thewhole country. They argue that
countrieslike Japan, North Korea, Chinaand otherswere ableto achieve
economic progresswithout the aid of the English language.
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On the other hand, these countries are now eager to learn the English
language. They see English asatool intoday’sage of infor mation.
Advancesin technology and science arewritten in English. Therefore, if you
want your country to be globally competitive, Englishisthelanguageto
learn. Asidefrom this, it isthe English language skills of our Philippine
labor forcethat attractsforeign investors. Even our Overseas Foreign
Workers (OFWSs) have acompetitive edge over those from other countries
because of their English speaking skills.

, Let's Read

TheBilingual Education Policy of the Department of Education, Cultureand
Sports (DECS) wasfirst implemented in 1974. It was again promulgated in
compliance with the 1987 Constitution.

Thebilingual policy involvesthe use of both English and Filipino as mediums of
instruction in schools all over the country.

o} Let's Think About This
How do you think the DECS Bilingual Education Policy will affect the status of

the English languagein the Philippines? Write your ideasin the spaces provided
below.

Thebilingual policy impliesthat Englishisstill recognized asauseful and
important medium of communication in the country.

P

&

| ﬁ:“{i Let's Learn

Despite the existence of Filipino, the official national language, Englishisstill
widely used inthe country today. Do you know why?

Englishwas, after al, our first national language. Filipinos have used it for many,
many yearsand it hastaken root in our culture and consciousness. Itisused in media,
liketelevision, newspapersand radio. It isused in entertainment. Itisused in official
proceedings and functions—in courtrooms, in the Senate, in government officesand
in businesstransactions. It isalso the language of science, mathematicsand
technology.
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Englishisconsidered theinternational language and we cannot deny its
importance. We cannot use Tagal og, Filipino or any of our dialectsto communicate
with peoplefrom different parts of theworld. But English isused and understood in
many countriesall over theworld, and peopleall over theworld understand each other
through it. The countriesthat use the English language cover aimost half of thetotal
land areaof theworld.

Also, more and more Filipinos are going abroad to work. They arecalled
Overseas Filipino Workers or OFWs. They go to work in other countries aslaborers,
household servants, entertainers and even as professional workers. They help generate
incomefor our country. How can they surviveinforeign countriesif they do not know
how to speak English?

Thereare many other instances where knowledge of the English languageis
important. Another exampleiswhen you are using acomputer to get information from
the Internet.
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Didyou know that 80% of all computer websiteson the Internet arein English?
TheInternet isfast becoming amajor forcein world businessand relations. It isnow
the greatest source of information that people all over theworld can access. What a
great lossto Filipinosif they cannot make use of thisinformation source because
they cannot understand English!

Also, wewill not be ableto keep in touch with thelatest advancesin science and
technology if we have apoor command of English. Most researchesand journalson
these mattersare, after all, writtenin English.

Now that we have anational language, should welet go of English completely?

If you take the English language away, our culturewould suffer aterribleloss. It
would belike pulling aleg off of our national identity. Englishisapart of our past,
our cultureand our identity asFilipinos. Itis, furthermore, theinternational language.
It isthe key that can open doorsfor usin international relationsand political growth.
Why should wethrow it away?
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Nevertheless, you must keep in mind that Filipinoisstill our national language.
English and Filipino are both important to us. We must |earn to speak and appreciate

them both.

Asof today, Englishisstill avery powerful languagein the country. You must
learnto speak it if you want to improveyour career and your life. When applying for a
job, for instance, it would be an extrapoint for you if you can speak English fluently.

1. What doesthe picture portray?

2. Doyouthink what isshown in the pictureisgood for usand for our country?
Why or why not?
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Now compare your answerswith the ones below:

1. Thepictureshowsthe English language and Filipino, the national language,
shoving aside asuperhero with “dialect” written on hischest. Herepresents
the many local dialects spokenin different parts of the Philippines. This
meansthat because of the great importance we place on English and Filipino,
we are setting aside or rgjecting our local dialects.

2. What isshown in the pictureisnot good for usand for our country. Our
dialectsare asimportant as English and Filipino. They havetheir own
functionsand roles. They should be given asmuch importance asthe other
two.

: Let's Read

Do you remember Nena? You met her in Lesson 1. Sheisthegirl wholivesina
boarding house with different girlsfrom al over the Philippines.

Innyboardinghouse, | livewthgrls
fromal | over the Fhilippi nes. Vi@ speak
H 11 pi nowenwe are gat hered t oget her.
But we al so | ove speaki ng our di al ects
when we neet peopl e fromour honet owns
and when we go hone to our famlies
duri ng schod breaks.

Qur did ects nake us fee special. They
arepart of our personaitiesandour
heritage! They tell you about the pl aces we
cone fromand t he cul ture of our peopl e.




2 Let’'s Try This

L ook at the pictures below. These peoplearesaying “| loveyou” inthedifferent
languages and dial ects spoken in our country.

llocano

Pangasinan

Gui nahi gugna ko i kaw

Kal ugur an daka.

Cebuano
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Egkal i ngi an
ko seka.

Maguindanao

Nahal kita

Tagalog

Just asthere are many different waysto expresslove, so there are many beautiful
ways Filipinos can express themselves through their local dialects. Wereyou ableto
find your dialect in the examples shown above and on the previous page? Using your
dialect showsthat you are proud of your people and proud of your Filipino heritage.
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, Let’s Learn

The Philippinesis made up of many different groups of peoplewith many
beautiful but different cultures. Our dialects are representations of these diverse
cultures. If wegive up our dialects, it isjust like turning our backs on our cultural
identitiesand heritage.

L earning how to speak Filipino and English may bethekey to national
development, but preserving the different dialectsisthekey to preserving our heritage.
Thisincludes native songs and dances, folktales, beliefs, traditionsand others. All
efforts must be madeto preserve our heritage by trandating themin Filipino and
propagating them through the different parts of the country.

Regional languagesand provincial dialectsareimportant because they remain the
linguafranca(common language) outside of Metro Manila. If you livein the province,
itisthelanguage you use at home. It isthe language you are most familiar with and
find easiest and most comfortable to speak every day. Because of this, most probably
you expressyourself best in thislanguage.

Be proud of your dialect. It isthe embodiment of your cultural and traditional
roots. Do not be ashamed to speak it in public. But neither should you brag about it,
judging other dialect-speaking groupsasinferior. Weliveinaculturally diverse
country. Each and every different dialect and cultureis precious and beautiful,
however different each may be.

Thisishow Filipino, English and thelocal dial ects should be. One should not be
considered better than the other. All are equally important. If they are allowed to work
together, they can help usimproveour livesand our country.
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?’) Let's See What You Have Learned

Fill inthe blankswith the necessary words or phrasesto complete the following
Statements.

1. TheDECSBilingual Education Policy involves

2. Inthe Philippines, Englishisusedin

3. Englishisimportant for Filipino OFWs because

4. My local dialect is important because

5. Filipino, English and our local dialects are :
All threetogether can help us attain aprosperous, peaceful and stable nation.

Compare your answerswith those in the Answer Key on page 54. If you got three
or more correct, congratulations! You have successfully finished the last lesson of
thismodule. You may now take the post-test. Good |uck!

If yougot 1, 2 or no pointsat all, just go back to the parts of the lesson you did
not understand before taking the post-test.

%) Let's Remember

Itisimportant for you to keep in mind that although you must learn, speak and
appreciate our national language, you should also do the samefor English and the
other languages and dial ects spoken in the country. They are equally important and
serve useful functionsthat can help usimprove our livesand our country.
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Let’s Sum Up

A national language isimportant for any free country. It promotes cross-
cultural understanding and mutual appreciation between peopleinanation. It
also strengthens national unity and identity. Itisavital elementthatis
necessary for the political, economic and social growth of acountry.

Filipino isthe national language of the Philippines. Itisthe cultural thread
that keeps Filipinosall over theworld in touch with their roots.

Wide accessto the Filipino language isessential. All Filipinos should learn
to speak it.

English and the other languages and dial ects spoken all over the country are
just asimportant asthe national language. They should also belearned,
preserved and appreciated.
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13 What Have You Learned?

A. Based onwhat we have discussed in the modul e, how can you describethe

Filipino language?

B. Enumeratefivebenefitsof anational |languagefor acountry and its people.

C. WriteT onthelineif the statement istrue. If itisfalse, changethe
underlined word/sto make the statement true.

1.

At present, Englishis still one of the official
languages of our country.

TheBilingual Education Policy of theDECS
involvesthe use of English and one’slocal dialect
asthe mediums of instruction.

Filipinoisbased on Tagal og becausethisisthe
dialect spoken in Manila, the capital city of the

country.

Filipino should be spoken by all Filipinosat all
times.

A national language promotes economic, political,
social and cultural development.
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Answer Key

A. Let's See What You Already Know (pages2-3)

A 1
2.
3.

F — Filipinoismostly based on Tagal og.
T

F— Filipinoisbased on Tagalog, but is also different from
Tagal og becauseit has borrowed many elementsfrom foreign and
local languages, especially English.

F — Thenational languageisimportant, but our local dialectsare
alsoimportant. They represent our cultural heritage and diversity.

F — Englishisjust asimportant asthe national language. Itisthe
international language and the second official language of our
country.

(a). One of the reasonswhy Tagal og was adopted asthe basis of our
national languageisbecauseit isthelanguage spokenin Manila,
the capital city. (c) iswrong because the judgesin the Assembly
that decided on anational language were from different regionsin
the Philippines. (b) iswrong because Tagal og, English and Spanish
areall equally important languages. (d) iswrong because although
President Quezon did speak Tagal og, the decision to choose
Tagalog did not come from him, but from the judges.

(b). It isbetter to use Filipino or English asthe need arises. Using
only Filipino (a) will put usat adisadvantage when competing
globally. Using only English (c) will not promote our cultural
identity. Using neither Filipino nor English (d) will not work,
either. Filipino and English are known to more peopl e than any
other Philippinelanguage.

(¢). For hisdetermination in having anational language, Manuel L.
Quezonisconsidered asthe Father of our National Language.

(d). Having anational languageisimportant becauseit promotes
learning through teacher-student interaction, allows effective
exchange of ideas and information, and enables peopleto interact
with each other.

(c). Your local dialect isjust asimportant as English and Filipino.
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B. Lesson1l

Let's Try This (pages 7-8)
1
NAME OF GIRL PROVINCE LANGUAGE
1. Nena Butuan Cebuano
2. Minda Batangas Tagalog
3. Any [locos Sur llocano
4. Lila Bicol Bicolano
5. Kaina Marawi Maranao
6. Ledie Samar Waray
7. Am Pampanga Pampango

2. Thegirlsinthe boarding house understand each other well and arein
fact very good friends because they all know how to speak the national
language, Filipino.

3. Likethegirlsinthe boarding house, al Filipinosfrom different regions
with different cultures can livetogether in harmony and peaceif they
can understand each other through anational language.

Let's Try This (page 10)

1. Personal communication

2. Education

3. Exchangeof information

4. Teamwork

Let's See What You Have Learned (page 17)
1 diadect

2. eight

3. identity

4. socid, political
5. speak
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C. Lesson?2

Let's See What You Have Learned (page 26)

1. Incorrect. Thestatement should be: Even before the Spaniards came,
our ancestors were already speaking different languages.

2. noneof theabove. Thefirst national language of the Philippineswas

English.
3. both of theabove (thefirst and second statements)
4. 1987

5. Incorrect. Filipino was madethe official language of the Philippinesin
1987. It was not created then. Asitis, it isstill in the process of
development up to the present.

D. Lesson3
Let's See What You Have Learned (page 36)

A. (4 pointseach)

1.

Tagalogisaloca language spokenin Manilaand in central and
south-central Luzon, theislands of Marindugue and Mindoro, and
some parts of Mindanao. Filipino isthe Philippine national
language. It isbased on Tagal og but contains heavy borrowings
from other languages, particularly English.

TheFilipino languageis meant to be abeautiful mixture of
different words, concepts and tonesfrom many languagesused in
the Philippines. Today, however, itisstill in the process of

devel opment and containsvery few borrowingsfromlocal
languages. It isstill based on Tagal og but it borrows heavily from
many foreign languages, most especially English.

B. (2pointseach)

1.

2.

businesstransactions

Ex. When aCebuano fruit dealer wantsto do businesswith afruit
vendor in Manila, they should speak acommon language.

education

Ex. Filipinoistaught in schoolsall over the country and many
subjectsare taught in thislanguage.
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3. services

Ex. A Pampango plumber and his Cebuano customer need to
understand each other in order for the plumber to know
exactly what needsto be done.

4. literature and entertainment

Ex. Many good Filipino movies, such asMuro-ami and Jose
Rizal, arein Filipino.

5. information

Ex. Many television networks, newspapers and radio stations
deliver newsinFilipino.

6. persona communications

Ex. Filipinosfrom different language groups can communicate
and become friends through acommon language.

E. Lesson4
Let's See What You Have Learned (page 48)

Answer to questions 3 and 4 are sample answersonly. Your answers may
bedlightly different. You can show them to your Instructional Manager for
additional feedback.

1. theuseof both English and Filipino as mediumsof instructionin
schoolsall over the country

2.  media; entertainment; official proceedingsand functions;in
courtrooms; in the Senate; in government offices; in business
transactions; in math, science and technology; in dealingswith
foreigners; on the Internet; and in many other areas of Philippinelife

3. throughit, they are ableto work abroad, be understood by and livein
harmony with people from different parts of theworld

4. it representsmy cultural heritage and it isareflection of the cultural
diversity that makesthe Philippinesabeautiful country

5. equaly important



F. What Have You Learned? (page 50)

Answersto questionsA and B are sample answersonly. Your answers
may be different. You can show them to your Instructional Manager for
additional feedback.

A. TheFilipinolanguageismeant to be abeautiful mixture of different
words, concepts and tonesfrom many languages used in the Philippines.
Today, however, itisstill inthe process of devel opment and contains
very few borrowingsfromlocal languages. Itisstill based on Tagal og
but it borrows heavily from many foreign languages, most especially
English.

B. A national language can help:

1.
2.
3.

acountry achieve political strength and stability;
in the economic growth of anation;

promote understanding and mutual appreciation among the people
of acountry;

link the people of anation wherever they areintheworld, asa
badge of national identity; and

establish friendships and communi cation among peoplefrom
different language groupsin acountry.

True. At present, Englishisstill one of the official languages of
our country. Our constitution statesthat Filipino and English shall
be used as mediums of instruction in our country.

False. The Bilingual Education Policy of DECSinvolvesthe use of
English and Filipino as mediums of instruction.

True. One of the reasonswhy Tagal og was chosen asthe basisfor a
national languageisbecauseit isthe language spokenin Manila,
which isthe capital city of the Philippines.

False. Filipino should be spoken by all Filipinos along with
English and their native dialects.

True. A national language promotes economic, political, social and
cultural development.
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Bilingual Using or speaking two languages

Cultural Heritage Includesfolktales, songs, dances, games and sports,
tradition, beliefs and ways of life that were passed from one generation to
the other

DECSBIlingual Policy The use of both English and Filipino as mediums of
instruction in schools

Dialect A different way of speaking alanguage

Filipino Theofficia national language of the Philippines as mandated in the
1987 Constitution

L anguage A system of communication used by avery large number of people
LinguaFranca A common language among different languagesor dialects

Medium of Communication Language used in exchanging ideas, emotionsand
information

Medium of I nstruction Language used in giving directionsor procedures

National Identity Collective sense of belonging to a certain group of people or
nation

Pilipino Theoriginal name of our national language
Politics The art and science of governing
Propagate To spread; circulate

Tagalog Thelanguage spokenin Manila, central and south-central Luzon, the
islands of Marinduque and Mindoro, and some parts of Mindanao
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